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Abstract

Moon Byungran’s Owolsi and Literary Testimony
Jeong, Min-gu*

This paper explored the puissance of literary testimony which appeared
in Moon Byungran's Owolsi(poems written to testify to the May Gwangju).
Past and present are continuing. However, the past historical events that
we should remember in the present are to be forgotten in an artificial or
natural way according to the passage of time. In particular, the persistent
distortion and destruction of historical events that have not been clearly
identified serve as a mechanism for forming false memories of events in
addition to forgetting about events. Nowadays, May Gwangju is still in a
situation of oblivion and false memories. It still requires clarification of
the truth. This situation evoked questions about the puissance of Owolsi.

It was the inability of events to represent, and it was also a kind of
literary limit, that had always been a problem in the literary embodiment
of historical disaster. But based on the view of literary testimony, Owolsi
can be seen as carrying out the role of testimony through a voice that does
not vanish beyond the role of representation of events. In addition, literary
testimony against oblivion and distortion can serve as a process of filling
out the truth of historical memories into collective memories that constitute
the identity of the present-here community. As a result, the paper aims
to explore that literary testimony can be a way to carry out a memory
struggle for the historical event of May Gwangju, and to be a way for the

partage of community memories.

Key Words : Moon Byungran, Owolsi, May Gwangju, historical events, literary testimony,
memory struggle, partage of memories

* Chonnam National University
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